
COUNTRY NUCLEAR PROGRAMME 
SIZE OF 

ARSENAL 

United 

States 

The first country to develop nuclear weapons and the only country to have 

used them in war. It spends more on its nuclear arsenal than all other 

countries combined. 

 6,970 

warheads 

Russia 

The second country to develop nuclear weapons. It has the largest arsenal 

of any country and is investing heavily in the modernization of its warheads 

and delivery systems. 

 7,300 

warheads 

United 

Kingdom 

It maintains a fleet of four nuclear-armed submarines in Scotland, each 

carrying 16 Trident missiles. It is considering whether to overhaul its 

nuclear forces or disarm. 

 215 

warheads 

France 

Most of its nuclear warheads are deployed on submarines equipped with 

M45 and M51 missiles. One boat is on patrol at all times. Some warheads 

are also deliverable by aircraft. 

 300 

warheads 

China 

It has a much smaller arsenal than the US and Russia. Its warheads are 

deliverable by air, land and sea. It appears to be increasing the size of its 

arsenal at a slow pace. 

 260 

warheads 

India 

It developed nuclear weapons in breach of non-proliferation commitments. 

It is increasing the size of its nuclear arsenal and enhancing its delivery 

capabilities. 

 100–120 

warheads 

Pakistan 

It is making substantial improvements to its nuclear arsenal and associated 

infrastructure. It has increased the size of its nuclear arsenal in recent 

years. 

 110–130 

warheads 

Israel 

It has a policy of ambiguity in relation to its nuclear arsenal, neither 

confirming nor denying its existence. As a result, there is little public 

information or debate about it. 

 80 warheads 

North Korea 

It has a fledgling nuclear weapons programme. Its arsenal probably 

comprises fewer than 10 warheads. It is not clear whether it has the 

capability to deliver them. 

<10 warheads 

Total 
 

15,350 

warheads 
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